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Ditch Doings: Fall 2019

John Wright <jmwright001 @icloud.com >

Fri ii/8/2019 5:54 PM

Shutting down the canal in Fall is more than closing the gates at the top of the system and

waiting for Spring. lt's always with a heightened sense of anticipation that we go out and

see what seven months of racing water has changed, hidden, or in some cases, damaged. lt
also provides an opportunity to do work that has been long set aside due to it not being
"the immediate priority."
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Take-out gate ot the top of the Wolker Lateral This wood may be be 40 years old. Replacing

it with steel.
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The stories we will never know....(note the dive mask..).

Newport Beach..

...and this photo wasn't taken in

$
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Getting down to the dirt in the back of my pickup This became the priority when I found
myself buying things I knew I already had in there somewhere. This hadn't been done for a
couple of years and amongst the cool rocks and hunks of drift wood were gloves, toys,

tools, and even antiques...
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My little mower hos 7 disks each harboring 2 rapidly flinging blades. lt allows for a reach

out over the bank, and it handles the grass and lighter shrubs very well....
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I didn't like the windshield anyway, but I do wear gloves, goggles and a batter's helmet,

now.
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...encounters with rocks are very unusual....
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Other notes of progress:

Long-missing hand wheels replaced Over the years, these levers have been either lost or
damaged. Trying to move them between gates is not easy as they are unwieldy, being 30"

across, heavy, and the screws, at some settings, require us to lift them up and over 4 feet in
height. My arms are neither long enough nor strong enough. Existing replacements can

only be found in museums. I had new ones made from scratch.
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New educational Right 0f Way brochure featuring my photos, editing, and handiwork at the
computer, which is still woefully inadequate, but improving....

And Fall is always the best time to start something new:
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Replacing this dilapidated remnant from the past is underway
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Numerous meetings to combine the necessary forces, knowledge, etc. lt's a big deal when

you're working right in the Bigwood. We have allthe permitting done and the funds lined

up. We have met with almost no resistance at any step along the way.

A big thanks to Trout Unlimited, the City of Bellevue, and the Friends of Howard Preserve,

among others.

Keith breaking ground November 4
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Cross section of the end result a 200 foot long sloped bank, armored with a combination of
old tog structures, various sized rocks, stabilizing geo-textile fabric, and rapidly rooting
willow cuttings. The combination of all these will serue to reduce the speed of the current,
thereby reducing the erosion and the sediment and gravel load of our water as it enters into
the canal. ln addition, the bank will continue to provide the long term protection to the
Main Headgate and upper banks of the canal itself, from the damaging force of high run-
offs.

Stay tuned.

I have more info for anyone interested.

john Wright
775-934-5200
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