Diversion 45 Operating Standards

The Board of Control (BOC) consists of members of two irrigation districts in Blaine County, the D45 and the Triangle Irrigation District. The Board is responsible for the delivery of water for the two districts using the district canals and laterals. The delivery is under the supervision of the Water Master hired by the BOC. The current water master is John Wright and he is an employee of the BOC and is responsible for water delivery per the district standards. He has a challenging job of managing a complex system of canals and laterals with users that have varying water rights and priority dates. These Operating Standards are meant to inform the members of the process the BOC has established for the delivery of water. These operations are for surface water delivery via the canals and laterals in the district.

1.0	Season of Use:

The irrigation season starts on 4/15 of each year when the districts can first take water into the canal system. The season ends at dates that vary each year based on the amount of water available from the Wood River. District 37 is the state district that manages water delivery for most of Blaine County and the counties south of Blaine and the water master for District 37 determines the priority date that can be delivered during the season and when water can no longer be delivered. Typically the end date is in the August time frame but could be sooner or later based on the available water in the river.

Users should allow for 7 days after the opening of the season to actually receive water as it takes that long for the water to fill the canal and make its way to the furthest reaches of the canal system. Users should not expect to get water delivery on day one of the season.

2.0	Access to Water:

All users should be very familiar with the system, their private “take-outs”, and their private laterals, used to deliver water to their property. Each user must ensure that their private lateral is setup to deliver their correct amount of water. The water master is available to do this turn on for users that need help. The BOC requests that any user that does turn on their water inform the Water Master when this happens.

John Wright can be reached at:  775-934-6200 or at jandmw@icloud.com. Call or text John when you have turned on water for your property or if you need assistance.

3.0	Water Balance:

The canal system extends over many miles and the laterals vary in depth and soil types. “Ditch loss” occurs when water travels over many miles and what may be 100 CFS at the top of a lateral will be significantly less at the bottom end of a lateral, even when users are not taking any water. This loss means users that are near the bottom ends of the laterals have less water available to them than users near the beginnings, or tops, of the laterals. The BOC requires the water master to balance this delivery for any given priority date so that every user in the system has water available. It may mean a user near the beginning of a lateral will get a lesser percentage of what’s available of their water so that a user at the end of the lateral will get adequate water for their right. This system balance is a challenge for the Water Master and he is authorized to deliver no more than 60% of any water right for any user so that users at the end of the lateral can get at least some portion of their allocated water right.

The Water Master is responsible for managing the system in an equitable manner and will monitor the take-outs to ensure users are following the priority guidelines and ensuring a balanced water delivery.


Summary of Key Take Aways:

1. Water can be accessed on April 21
2. Contact the water master before accessing water
3. Water master is not obligated to deliver more than 60% of a user’s water right


The districts have taken action to improve water delivery. Some sections of laterals have been lined and a pipeline has been installed at the south end of the district to more efficiently deliver water to users at the end of laterals. Efforts to improve surface water delivery will continue.
If any user has issues with their water delivery they should be brought to the attention of the Board of Control. 

The board members are:

John Stevenson (TID) jandestevenson70@gmail.com
Sarah Gardner (TID)  sarah@sage-solutions.net
Mike Lovas (TID)  mjlovas@gmail.com
Claire Casey (D45) casey.claire01@gmail.com
Justin Stevenson,  justinflood75@hotmail.com
Greg Clark ,gregclark.id@gmail.com
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