
BOARD OF CONTROL MEETING MINUTES 
January 14, 2025 

9:00 a.m. 
227 Baseline Road, Bellevue, Idaho 83313 

 

• The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 

• Roll call to establish quorum 
o A roll call was made, and a quorum was established.   
o In attendance: Sarah Gardner (BOC board member), Mike Lovas (BOC board Member) by phone), 

John Stevenson (BOC board member) by phone), Clair Casey (BOC board member), Megan 
Stevenson (secretary), John Wright (water master), Greg Clark (D45 chairman) and Justin 
Stevenson (South Valley Ground Water District representative). 
 

• Approval of Minutes (action item) 
o A motion to approve the meeting minutes from the October 2024 BOC meeting was made by 

Clair Casey, seconded by John Stevenson, all voted in favor, no discussion and the motion carried. 
 

• Treasurer’s report  
o Not much to discuss, slow time of year.  

 

• Bypass lining update - Justin Stevenson  
o Successful grant application for Bypass Lining Project (a project to line approximately 1 mile of 

Bypass Canal to decrease ditch loss) to Bureau of Reclamation- Water Smart Small Scale Water 
Efficiency Project for $100,000, matched by CIEF funding of $100,000. 

o Both sources of funding are contingent on flow data in the Bypass Canal, waiting on Project 
Bigwood to furnish data. 

o Because of the federal funding, the project must go through a NEPA process.  Due to the timing 
of the NEPA process, the construction won’t begin until the Fall after this coming irrigation 
season. 

o There is potential for more funding from the Idaho Water Resources Board.  Justin Stevenson will 
likely apply for more funding from them, if successful, a longer section of the canal could be 
lined.  
 

• Project Bigwood update – John Wright  
o John Wright presented two projects of Project Bigwood because Amanda Bauman, Project 

Bigwood Executive Director, was sick. 
o First project – Fish Screens at all Bigwood diversions.  Data to be collected first, tags will be 

installed on 500-1000 fish at top of Bypass Canal and D45 diversion, the data will help indicate 
when fish are going in and out of Canal and how many.  Funded by a Project Bigwood donor. 

o Second project – Living Atlas, essentially a tabletop encyclopedia of the Bigwood River.  John 
Wright believes it is not accurate because it does not include anything about water rights.  
Project Bigwood with John Wright and others are working on an updated version that includes 
water rights and more.  The updated version will take approximately two years.  Project Bigwood 
is looking for additional donors to this project. 

▪ John Stevenson question why water right contributing to the Little Wood wouldn’t be 
included.  John Wright answered that there is an opportunity to include anything viewed 
as pertinent.   

 

• Update on BOR/JUB project/deadlines and upcoming funding opportunities. Need for contractors who 
will bid project  



o Greg Clark – JUB is moving forward with the ‘90% Design Package’ to be completed by this 
March, next up will be a discussion with JUB discussing the details of the ‘90% Design Package’, 
JUB is expected to come forward with a cost proposal in March, depending on the amount, may 
need to apply for additional funding, will be putting together a bid package for contractors in the 
Spring as well. 

▪ Justin Stevenson questioned whether it would be appropriate to apply to the Idaho 
Water Resources Board for funding for this project as well.  This grant process relatively 
quick and easy.  Grant application is due in July. 
 

• John Wright: Update on system  
o John Wright is looking to purchase a tractor.  A tractor is critical to his work.  

 

• Website (do we want BOC minutes posted on the D45 website) - action item 
o All agree that the more information on the website is a good thing.  
o Minutes wouldn’t be posted on the website until they’ve been approved. 
o Action Item - Clair Casey moved to approve BOC meeting minutes to be posted on the D45 

website once they’ve been approved by the BOC beginning in 2025.  Mike Lovas seconded the 
motion, all voted in favor, no discussion and the motion carried. 
 

• Any other issues the Board deems pertinent. 
o None. 

 

• Next meeting 
o Tuesday, April 8, 2025 at 9 a.m. 

 

• The meeting adjourned at 9:25 a.m. 
 
 


