MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE WOOD RIVER VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT #45

June 14, 2016

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Director Jim Super called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m., June 14, 2016, at the meeting place, 213 Kingsbury Lane, Bellevue, ID 
2. ROLL CALL TO ESTBLISH QUORUM:  No Quorum, Jim White and Jolyn Sawrey have resigned. At this point Director Super declared Division 1 and Division 3 Board of director seats are open.
3. READING AND CORRECTION OF MINUTES FOR:  Director Super attested that the minutes from May 10, 2016 are accepted. 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

5. OLD BUSINESS: 
Dir. Jim Super
a. Lovas Petition for Partition:  
The county Commissioners voted to partition again the District #45 into another district.  With that order they also directed that new election division lines are requested for the remaining Dist. #45 but no time frame was included in the order. New election division lines or retaining the old election division lines as they are now will be decided at a later date.  
The arguments against Lovas Petition that were presented to the county, which were passed on a 2 to 1 abstention, Director White & Director Sawrey voted in favor of having objections to the Lovas motion presented to the County Commissioners, Director Super abstained from vote.  
The County Commissioners did not consider the arguments and voted to grant the Lovas Petition to Partition.
The new district and its board members, (Cove Irrigation District) really are not a legal entity until after an election. Not sure where they are at in that process.  At this time the newly formed district has no legal form of assessment authority.  That is held by Dist. #45 for the year 2016. Those individual that are listed in the new district (Cove) have been assessed and had ample opportunities to oppose those assessments are still responsible for any and all 2016 assessments due in total by June 20, 2016. And by Statutes if you have a delinquent account then their water can be turned off by the water master. 
At this time Director Super will see to it that funds are paid to the BOC as arranged. He planned to ask the BOC for a brief financial update from the BOC.
6. REPORTS:

a. BOC Rep. Jolyn Sawrey:  Next BOC meeting will be June 30, 2016. At that time will looking at tracking some labor expenditures, some financial collections from past employees which is taking more time than anticipated and Jolyn will be presenting a backup plan for proceeding with this collection. 
Accolades to the current water master on his consistency and quality of reports of the water log and tracking of data.

b. John Wright water master report: Reports are not weekly more like every other week, Slow and steady progress with managing the water flows and cleanup of the ditch banks. The river has cleared up well.  Maximum flow this year 228cfs today is 202 cfs.   If a patron wants to have a copy of the water master report is sure to give John your e-mail address and he will include you in the mailing.
c. Shirley Spinelli Treasurer Report:  Sent out the second half assessment notices for payment. Due by June 20th, 2016 to avoid interest or penalties.  The bills were reviewed with Director Super and were paid. Dist. #45’s next payment to the BOC is estimated to be $5,000.  Received notice of the ICRMP premium payment which will be due in September of $1,250. Cash balance of today is $33,497.57. Need to track dispersement from this point forward to the BOC, 14% for Dist. #45 and 24% for the Cove Dist. 
7. NEW BUSINESS AND OTHER ITEMS THE BOARD DEEMS PERTINENT:
a. Where does the district go from here with the new split?
Director Jim Super has the right to appoint at least one if not two new directors to fill the vacant seats. Is there anyone in this room whom would want to be a board member?  One person raised their hand.  Plans on calling a special meeting to address appointments of new board members.
Two ways to dissolve Dist. #45:

1. thru a land owner partition 43-1301-09

2. In a court complaint covered under 43-1301-09

Both steps would take a court action to either confirm or force dissolving due to absent of election. 
There is no magic statute where if the remaining Director resigned that the county could take over management of the remaining portion of the district. It would be left up to individual property owners to figure out how they could get their water from the joint works system of all three districts (two functioning and one defunct).
8. PUBLIC COMMENT:
Greg Bloomfield: Why did the Directors resign? Both directors are here would they please answer.

Jim White: responded to Mr. Bloomfield’s question citing several reasons why he resigned.
I will continue to attend meetings and participate from the gallery. And will continue to give Jim Super all the support that I can. 
It is my belief, and I warn the district, that down the road there will be a concerted effort to pipe or line the ditches in order to enhance the tail waters from the original district to areas outside of its bounders at an extreme cost (millions) to the remaining small water users in the district.
Jolyn Sawrey: Also, responded to Mr. Bloomfield’s question also citing several reasons why he felt he needed to resign. 

I could support the district best by resigning from the board and hopefully remain as the bridge between District 45 as their BOC representative. I would ask any new appointees, can you do your job in a non-bias fashion.  I would hope for good people that have a logical mind set absent of historical baggage.  
Judy Grigsby: I believe the whole history should be known.
Mark Gower: Understand Jolyns’ opinion about the baggage, however, we used existing legal laws to do what we felt we needed to do to remove bad management. We understand that the large farms are a business and we want them to be successful but they don’t need to do that off our (small water users) backs.  With my background there are fair ways for dealing with transporting liquids. Jim Supers assessment module was one of the best for the district based on my time in the district.  One rate per acres is back to subsidizing the larger farms operation.  I really don’t want to fight with the other districts, I want them to be successful, and however, I want to be treated fairly.  All this legal action and bickering and fighting needs to be dialed back. Keep things simple, in the large picture of water districts, this district (the original dist.45) is no major canal system. It’s a little ditch system that doesn’t warrant all this acrimony. 
Jan Super:  I just need to say that Jim and I put our heart and soul into this district. And yes we have some baggage with all the board changes. The more splits and legal fees only remove our rights to say something about how things should be done. It is just too bad that people in the original district felt hurt when they were told that their assessments where wrong. You need people on the board that know the history so they can make well informed decisions.

Sheila White: I support Bette Gower for a board appointee.  And everyone comes with baggage.

Judy Grigsby: Reviewed the claim that BOC was trying to build a road on the east side of the district canal that runs parallel with Highway 75.

Director Super: Historically access for maintenance work has always been done from the highway side of the canal. Additional access to the BOC is individual property owners’ choice. The historical right-of-way is on the west side (highway side) of the ditch. The BOC is subject to the two districts and Dist.#45 can say we do not want to fund the work to create a road on the east side. 
John Wright: I am new to the valley. My job is to deliver the water and keep the ditches clean. I was not directed to try and access the eastside. I came up with this idea on my own. My approach is to go to individual land owners and ask if they would work with me and allow more access to the east side. I am willing to make compromises because I quickly realized that this was very contencous topic. 

9. SETTING DATE FOR NEXT MEETING:   A special meeting to address new director appointments is set for June 28, 2016 at 6:30 p.m..
10. ADJOURNMENT: Director Jim Super adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.
Director Super ATTESTED that these minutes are correct and approved on August 9, 2016
___________________
____________________

___________________

Director Super






