MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE WOOD RIVER VALLEY IRRIGATION DISTRICT #45

September 13, 2016

1. CALL TO ORDER:  Director Johnson called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m., September 13, 2016, at the meeting place, 213 Kingsbury Lane, Bellevue, ID 
2. ROLL CALL TO ESTBLISH QUORUM:  Director Johnson and Director Bertoni, were present.
3. READING AND CORRECTION OF MINUTES FOR:  Director Johnson attested to the meeting minutes for August 9, 2016 was correct. Motion to accept the minutes passed unanimously.
3. PUBLIC COMMENT:    
Jim White: Suggestions for future agenda items. To address what to do/handle a two and one half acer piece of property on Gannett Road that the district has been paying the property taxes on for the last several years. 

5. OLD BUSINESS: 
6. REPORTS:

a. Treasurer, Shirley Spinelli;
Received a check from Water District 35 for the amount of $150 dollars it indicated it was for 2015 rider reimbursements’. Shirley will clarify what the reimbursements are for.
IWUA dues:  District #45 paid their dues early and this led to confusion on IWUA side.  The dues come due in January and Shirley highly recommends that the district does not pay these association dues early in the future. 

Explanation of what IWUA is and what is our benefit for being a member followed with good explanations by Jim White and John Miley.

TID and CID are petitioning to join together. Shirley presented legal papers sent to D45 regarding this matter to Director Johnson for information.

ICRP insurance: Shirley paid the whole amount and has check for signature.

Asked about preliminary budget numbers, Shirley would like to be able to see them and be able to give her input sooner than later.
This brought up a discussion regarding the BOC budget process and---


*When and Where the draft budget would be presented (TID meeting house on Baseline Road)

*Who could attend the presentation (Director Johnson)
b. Secretary, Bette Gower;

Reminded the directors of an e-mail addressing Statute 43-109 and the new size of our district and how this could affect the divisions and directors. 

That I have Nomination Petitions for Division Two to hand out to interested patrons.

-Explained that Judy Grigsby was trying to claim the voice recorder and needed assistance to clarify that the recorder indeed was D45’s recorder and I was correct in continuing using it. Shirley Spinelli found the receipt for purchase of the recorder.
c. John Wright, Water Master; 
The history for budgeting for maintenance work of the system has in the past been very specific in location, how and who. This is very restrictive in John’s opinion. It does not lend to John to use some flexibility, his knowledge, or abilities, to address the work in his opinion in a more productive way. He suggested when describing a job don’t be specific in saying who’s going to be doing the work, leaving some room for options.
This brought up discussion by Director Bertoni, Shirley Spinelli, Jim White and John Wright regarding assessing the patrons for the money, the size of our budget (small), and the going over in cost of items and labor, can impact the accountability to all sub-districts of the system and payment of bills.
d. Jolyon Sawyer,   BOC Representative
Is presenting the proposed budget to the BOC on Thursday, September, 15th, 2016 at the TID little meeting house on Baseline Rd. at 6:30 p.m. 
7. NEW BUSINESS AND OTHER ITEMS THE BOARD DEEMS PERTINENT:
a. Joel Hewson Water Bank Application: 
Motion made to accept the 23% holdback for the Joel Hewson Water Bank Application. Passed unanimously. Certificate of Action Taken was signed and D45 secretary would send a PDF to Jim Speck (attorney) followed by the hard copy USPS.
b. Board Nominations and this year’s Election: 
Director Johnson clarified that all seats for the D45 Board are open for election. 

If there is only one petition filed for each division at the end of filing time there would not be an election.
Division one, (- David Johnson) is a three year term starting in November. (Petition submitted)
Division two, (-Blank at this time) has one year left on term starting in November. 

Division three, (- Chuck Bertoni) is a two year term starting in November. (Petition submitted)
c. Clair Casey took a Nomination Petition for Division Two:
For the size of our district a Petition need to have 12 signatures certified by County Clerk for Blaine County on or before September 29th, 2016.

8. PUBLIC COMMENT:  NONE
9. SETTING DATE FOR NEXT MEETING:  Next meeting will be October 11th, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.
10. ADJOURNMENT: Director Johnson adjourned the meeting at 6:45 p.m.
On a motion by Director Johnson , these minutes are unanimously approved on October 18th, 2016.
___________________
____________________

___________________

Director Johnson

Director Bertoni
e. BUDGET WORKSHOP:

Assessment Book for District 45:

Director Johnson removed CID properties from the assessment book, He recommends that D45 maintains the current assessment philosophy of Benefit of Use, which means that senior rights are assessed a little bit more than junior rights, and to continue to use the historical use days of water right priorities. Keep the assessment book simple and maintain it as is. He feels it is fair.
Currently have no numbers from the BOC for the Operation & Maintenance portion of the total budget numbers for 2017.

D45 will be responsible for 14% of the final BOC budget for 2017.

Director Bertoni asked for an explanation of how Jim Super arrived at his formula for benefit of use assessment. He then asked for a calculation of assessment by Acreage for comparison to current assessment of Benefit of use.  

Director Bertoni was encouraged to contact the district lawyer for more detail in explanation regarding assessment by priority rights.
Director Johnson asked Shirley Spinelli to provide a current 2016 P&L statement to assist in determining the administrative side of the 2017 budget line item by line item and to offer any suggestions for areas to reduce/cut. The primary line items identified for possible reductions included:
Legal

Rent

Contingency 
